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Parish Letter
Dear Friends,

‘For I know the plans I have for you’, declares the Lord. (Jer. 29:11)

Five-Year Action Plan
The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland now requires all congregations to have a 
Five-Year Action Plan. The Minister, Session Clerk and Clerk to the Board attended a meeting 
on the evening of Thursday 3rd September at which Clyde Presbytery provided information 
as to how this Action Plan should be prepared, and the timetable for its completion and 
submission. We (and every congregation) have been given a very tight timescale of having a 
draft Plan ready for review by Presbytery the end of November, with the final Plan to be 
submitted by the middle of February 2027. Nothing like a deadline to sharpen the mind!

The starting point in preparing the Plan is: -

“Where is God already at work in the congregation?” and

“What is God asking of us here?”.

The Action Plan looks at each of the following broad areas:

Worship and Teaching.

Pastoral Care and Fellowship.

Youth and Children.

Local Mission and Community Outreach.

Wider Mission.

In relation to each of these areas, we are encouraged to ask the wider church family:
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 What do you see as the biggest needs in this community right now?

 Where do you see hope or new life in the areas?

 What do you know about our Church? What do you think of it?

 If our Church could do one thing differently or better, what would help the com-
munity most?

Having  gathered  this  information,  with  our  proposal  being  to  do  this  by  issuing  a 
questionnaire, it will be the responsibility of the Kirk Session to prepare a draft Plan, having 
determined the following in each of the broad areas mentioned above:

1. Where is God at work in the life of the congregation?

2. What does the information obtained from the questionnaires ask of us?

3. What are the honest constraints, if any, preventing us from doing this? (These could  
be things such as the availability of people to take the work forward, finance, skills,  
time, accommodation, etc.)

The objective is to end up with a realistic, achievable Plan in broad brush language to guide 
Session and the congregation through the chosen objectives over the coming years. The 
final Plan will  be subject to annual inspection by Presbytery,  and the Session will  be 
required to continue to develop the Plan, review progress and set objectives as time goes on.

A Questionnaire will be issued to members by the end of the month of September, together 
with details of how this might be completed online, or returned to the church, by mid-
October. It is also intended to have an information and discussion session during morning 
worship on Sunday 4th October to enable members to have a wider input into the process.

In addition, we will  also be surveying parts of our local  community such as schools,  
organisations, and even our hall lets, to establish their views on what the church should 
be doing or providing in the community.

As I said at the beginning of this letter, we have been faced with a very tight schedule to 
get this work completed, and your contributions are vital to its meaningful development 
and completion.

Shalom,

Graeme
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Potential linkage with Drumchapel: St Mark’s
Considerable progress has been made towards developing the legal framework to enable 
this linkage to take place, and the Kirk Session will be reviewing this and taking a decision to 
recommend this linkage at the end of October. If the Kirk Session decide to recommend 
this course of action to the congregation then we will write to every member with full  
information shortly thereafter, and a congregational vote to proceed (or otherwise!) would 
then be intimated and taken in  due course.  If  the linkage was to be agreed by the 
congregation then Presbytery would determine a date for the linkage to take place.

As I said, further detailed information would be provided in due course to enable members 
to make an informed decision, but it might be helpful to know in advance that a linkage is 
where both congregations would remain legally distinct and independent charities, but 
under the auspices of a Team Ministry between myself and Rev Audrey Jamieson of St 
Mark’s.

Graeme

Home Communion

I know that for some of you, getting to church 
can be difficult or even close to impossible. If 
that is the case, then the Church can come to 
you! 

The minister is always willing to bring 
communion to your home if you wish. He 
would be accompanied by your Elder, or 
another, to celebrate the sacrament together 
with you. This is a way in which to remain 
connected to the church and its life, even 
when you are less physically able to do so.

If you would like to arrange for Home Communion to be brought to you then please contact 
the Minister on 0141 942 0507 or email him at  gwilson@churchofscotland.org.uk or 
contact your Elder.                       

Graeme

The Minister’s Communion ware – from  
the shores of the Sea of Galilee

mailto:gwilson@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Bible Basics 2026/27
The Psalms

For this year’s Bible Basics, I want to focus on that great collection of poetry, prose and 
prayer in the Old Testament known as the ‘Psalms’.

There are 150 Psalms and these span many different genres such as: - lament, praise, 
thanksgiving, royal (focussed on kingship), and wisdom. As in some previous years, we 
will be using video materials produced by Professor Tom Wright aimed at everyone, as 
well as other sources.

‘Bible Basics’ is intended to offer a fairly gentle entry into Bible Study and is aimed at 
those curious to find out some of the basic stories and themes of the Bible. ‘Bible Basics’ 
will take place on Tuesday mornings at 10.30am in the Guild Room and will last 
around 60 – 90 minutes. I will provide all of the relevant materials.

We will meet on the following dates in October and November:-

Date Topic

Tuesday 6th October Psalm 2
Tuesday 20th October Psalm 3
Tuesday 3rd November Psalm 8
Tuesday 19th November Psalm 19

Graeme
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Funday Sunday
Funday Sunday continues to meet on the first and third Sunday of the 
month.  We are exploring some of the more well known parables this 
session whilst also making biscuits, planting bulbs and collating 
pictures and posters for the boards.  This is the time of year, as we 
look at the season of Harvest, that we also have our usual collection for 
the East Dunbartonshire Foodbank.  We are looking for tins, dried foods, 
biscuits, toiletries etc and any support would be much appreciated.  The 
collection will be up to and including Sunday 11th October.

All age 3 to P7 welcome - information available from Anne in the Church 
office

Anne and Lesley

Phoenix Circle
Meetings for October.

5 October ‘Me & My Therapy Dog — Ruby’
19 October  The Bearsden Ukulele Band.

Jo Moody, secretary.
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TMC

After  the  August  meeting  £25  was  sent  to  Dementia  Awareness,  Milngavie.  Due  to 
holidays and illness, the attendance and consequently the collection was poorer than 
usual. Rather than keeping it over, it has been sent so that at our September and October 
meetings we can collect for East Dunbartonshire Women's Aid Christmas appeal.

There is a waiting list for our theatre trip on Thursday 15 April to see "The Mousetrap". 
if you wish to add your name to this list, please contact me

Anne E Henderson

Men’s Group

The Men’s Group continues to meet for conversation and company. 

Our next gathering will be a Curry Night at the Ashoka restaurant, New Kirk Road on 
Thursday 5th November at 7pm.

Please let me know if you are interested in coming along so that I can book a table(s) 
accordingly. Please also just turn up on the night.

Looking forward to seeing you on Thursday 5th November.

Graeme
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 Christian Aid

Surrounded as we are these days by world problems caused by wars, climate change and 
natural disasters,  hope seems in short supply, doesn’t it?  With a tough budget in 
prospect plus price increases for almost everything, we don’t feel we can offer much help 
to poorer countries.

And yet,  Bearsden Cross members were as supportive as ever during Christian Aid Week, 
and have responded promptly and generously to the Nepal disaster appeal. Thank you 
very much for that. Please note that we aim to finish collecting for that appeal at the end 
of September.

Our own Harvest Thanksgiving Sunday  service will be on 4th October when once again 
we can donate food for local food banks, to which many of our members contribute.  We 
concentrate then on local hunger rather than elsewhere in the world, but Christian Aid’s 
Harvest focus is on S. Sudan where floods caused by climate change have wrecked harvests 
for the last  three years.  If  you feel  able to help,  there will  be “ordinary”  (i.e.  not 
Emergency) envelopes in the pews then and donations given in October will go to what 
Christian Aid calls a Harvest of Hope. 

Of course, the main problems affecting many countries both directly and indirectly stem 
from warfare in the Middle East, about which many of us, myself certainly,  feel we just 
don’t  know  enough  and  therefore  cannot  pray  with  sufficient  knowledge.  However, 
Christian Aid runs a regular webinar at 7 p.m. on 24th of each month, which involves 
hearing from Christian Aid’s partners and friends and then praying for a just peace in Israel 
and  the  occupied  Palestinian  territory.   More  information  is  obtainable  at 
www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/prayers-for-peace.

 Meantime, here is part of a prayer by Emma Clare Nutbrown, (page 50, Rage and Hope, 75 
prayers for a better world, Christian Aid):-

Sustaining Lord, giver of life, 
the land of milk and honey is awash with pain,
Where Jesus was born to set humanity free, lives are hemmed in by walls and wire....

..... Lord, show your face to the traumatised families 
and the teenage soldiers given guns.
Show the strength of your arm to those with no voice,
to the peacemakers who speak the truth.
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We call for your justice to roll down,
life-giving and restorative,
more enduring than leaders’ fleeting search for power,
exposing wrongdoing and our silence.
Forgive us when we fear that peace is but a pipedream,
that your love is not powerful enough to destroy the walls we create.
Draw us into your healing and liberating work in the place
where Jesus broke open the doors to hope and life for all.
This we pray in his name,
Amen.

Katie Thomson

Glasgow City Mission

On Question Time recently, the first question invited the panel to consider whether the 
village (Piddington) which wished to be independent of the UK was breaking “the well-
known rule ‘to love your neighbour’”.  I expected a discussion about housing a lot of  
immigrants but was startled to hear the first speaker say that it was not breaking the “rule” 
as the men who might become their “neighbours” were not there! Those of us at Messy 
Church that same afternoon had been carefully explaining to the children that Jesus by 
“neighbour” had not meant the folk next door but anybody who needed our help, and most 
of them had understood that.  I rather wonder if that speaker did!

It is often the neighbours who are unloved that come to Glasgow City Mission, which tries 
hard to give them the help and support they need.  GCM has a group it calls Rehab. 
Pathways which is celebrating its 6th birthday this year.  It began as a small project for 
people with addiction problems who wanted to change but couldn’t find a clear route into 
treatment and recovery. It is now a well established recovery community through which a 
sizable number of people have found acceptance, conversation, relationships, self respect, 
practical help and, whether they knew it or not, the grace of God. Many had other problems 
as well as addiction, such as homelessness and ill health generally, but the help of the 
Mission has enabled a good number of them to get into residential rehab. centres. AND 
regular Mission support has continued for them while they were there, which was very 
important. Some have made remarkable changes and managed to get out of their addiction, 
but they still need support when they leave rehab. in case they revert, and they get that 
through Rehab Pathways as well.    
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Not all of those who get as far as asking the Mission for help (which is hard enough to do in 
the first place) actually make it to rehab. centre or last long enough there to conquer their 
addiction.  Some start and then give up but keep in touch with Rehab Pathways. Others 
come back years later and try again; others disappear.  None are forgotten, however, and 
all are prayed for regularly. Rehab. Pathways has a Bible study group where members often 
share their experiences and ask hard questions.  They learn about God’s love and, whether 
they believe in it at the time, the seed has been sown,  and that has drawn some of them 
back to try again.  The Mission knows that recovered addicts have an understanding that is 
particularly helpful to those still struggling and indeed, Rehab Pathways has a number of ex-
addict members who have continued to attend as they enjoy the fellowship and want to 
help others i.e. love their neighbours.

The Overnight Welcome Centre aspect of GCM’s work will be starting up again this winter 
in November and that definitely will represent loving your neighbour!  Teams of volunteers 
from churches will be much appreciated  to help with the evening drop-in and I am hopeful 
that we may manage to have one such team this winter, (maybe more?). Watch this space 
for more details next month.  Meantime, please pray for the regular Mission staff and 
those appointed and trained for the Overnight Centre, and for all the work and decisions 
that will be necessary to get a roof over the heads of the homeless who come to it.  Thank you.

Katie Thomson

Crossreach Christmas Cards and calendars will be available to order on Sunday 4 October, 
before and after the morning service. Money with orders please.

Anne E Henderson; Crossreach Congregational Contact  

  

       Christmas Cards!!! !!!
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BEHOLD!  I TELL YOU A MYSTERY

As a teenager (many years ago) I began reading what my mother called ‘thrillers’, meaning 
mysteries, the ‘who done its’ or crime novels.  So, starting with John Dickson Carr via 
Simenon, Margery Allingham and Julius Symons, I discovered Josephine Tey (born in the 
Scottish Highlands), Patricia Highsmith and finally, years later, Nicholas Freeling.  These 
‘mysteries’ were first published as ‘green backs’ by Penguin Books, some in the 1950s, and 
are almost all well out of print.  As one second hand bookseller told me - ‘You are sitting on 
a gold mine’.  Any offers!
Recently, as a rural doctor visiting a clinic seven hundred miles from home, our daughter 

and her husband took a photo of ‘Nessie’ in 
an Australian lake.  Surely not!  How did she (is 
it a ‘she’?) get there? Is there a very deep 
submarine tunnel from Loch Ness to ‘down 
under’? Did Nessie emigrate from Scotland 
(not unheard of especially today) or was this 
just an underwater flying visit?  Is she (it?) 
coming back?  A mystery.

Nessie after emigrating to a lake in South Aus-
tralia. 
 
No wonder it has not been seen recently in Loch Ness!

Our favourite island after Colonsay, is Mull. Do you know about the Mull mystery?  It 
concerns a former RAF Spitfire pilot, Peter Gibb, who was also a brilliant violinist and 
indeed the leader of the Philharmonia Orchestra in London.  Later, on a US tour by the 
orchestra he was (reluctantly) sacked from his position with the orchestra after he had a 
confrontation with then conductor Herbert Karajan who, it is said, had Nazi sympathies 
during WW2. The words of Peter’s contribution to this confrontation with Karajan are 
unsuitable for any church magazine especially that of Bearsden Cross Church
On a visit to Mull and staying at the Glenfora Hotel, Peter, after a large and complete 
Christmas Eve dinner, asked the hotel owner if he could borrow, as an expert pilot, the 
owner’s small plane ‘for a brief spin’. Despite the darkness, Peter took off from the landing 
strip, lit by torches held by the guests. He was never to be seen alive again.  What 
happened to him is still a mystery.  His decomposed body was discovered by a shepherd on 
a hill weeks later without any evidence of any bone breakages.  The wreckage of the 
plane was later discovered much later in the sea not far from the take off point.  What 
happened that night remains a mystery.
Here is yet another mystery.  I see that next February there are to be performances at 
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the King’s Theatre of Agatha Christie’s play ‘The Mousetrap’.  This UK tour is to celebrate 75 
years since the first performances in 1952, the year I first saw it as a student.  The 
mystery is solved at the very end and those in the audience are asked not to reveal the 
ending (I think there is more than one of these) so as not to spoil the play for future 
audiences. The audience present were let into the secret; it was no longer a mystery.
As you can see I am a time getting to the point.  Which is what? Well, both mystery and 
secret are New Testament words. The mystery is Christ himself. It is the message of the 
gospel, lain hidden from eternity - ‘from ages and generations’ - and then openly declared 
at the coming of God’s Son into the world, as Lord and Saviour. A secret revealed, made 
known, by God’s Spirit at these ‘last times’.  It is the message of Advent.  Even more than Christ 
coming into the world; it is Christ indwelling the believer, ‘Christ in you the hope of glory’.
Thinking of Advent, do not forget those Christmas cards and calendars sold by Anne 
Henderson for  Crossreach and,  looking further  ahead,  still  time to  book to  see that 
‘Mousetrap ‘; in February and to be let into that secret.

Jim Parratt

CHURCH FLOWERS 

“ Bright summer has passed away and gen-
erous autumn is flinging it’s rainbow tints of  
beauty on hill and dale. “
   
Cornelia L. Tulhill

SEPTEMBER  FLOWERS

Provided by : Arranged by :

6th From funds. Mrs. E. Anderson
13th. Dr. J. Thomson. Mrs. K. Edmond
20th. Mrs. A. Reid. Mrs. J. Gillespie
27th. Mrs. C. Sommerville. Mrs. M. Gillen

Thank you to the above for their generous donations and to our loyal arrangers.

ChristineTaggart
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Warning: Fake Church Lottery Scam 
Can We Be Too Trusting?
As a church community, trust and generous hearts come naturally to us. Unfortunately, 
scammers often try to exploit those good qualities. Even if we feel fraud-aware, modern 
online scams are convincing and easy to fall for.

The Church of Scotland Law Department recently issued an urgent warning about fake, 
professional-looking websites promoting a "Church of Scotland fundraising lottery"—both 
nationally and for local congregations.
Please note: The Church of Scotland does not run a fundraising lottery.
Spot the Red Flag: One clear giveaway on these fake sites is the web address, which 
misspells Scotland with two ‘c’s.
Who  to  Contact: If  you  have  concerns  about  this  particular  example,  email 
lawdept@churchofscotland.org.uk If you or someone you know lost money to this scam, 
please notify Police Scotland and your bank immediately.

Three Simple Steps to Stay Safe

Look at the advice to protect yourself from online fraud from Take 5, to Stop Fraud. It is a 
national campaign that empowers individuals
https://www.takefive-stopfraud.org.uk/
Stop: Pause before sharing money or personal details.
Challenge: Ask yourself if it could be fake. It is always okay to say no or ignore a request
—only scammers will try to rush or panic you.
Protect: If you think you’ve been targeted, contact your bank straight away and report it 
to Action Fraud.

Free Tools & Alerts

Stay  ahead  of  scammers  by  signing  up  for  the  Which?  Scam  Alert  Newsletter at 
https://signup.which.co.uk/wlp-scamalert-newsletter
Its free and can help you to spot and avoid the latest scams.
Scam Busting Tools from Which? offer a roundup of some free resources that can help 
you spot and avoid scams
https://www.which.co.uk/news/article/scam-busting-tools-to-know-about-aRrTa7a2zeiF

Be careful with this, and the many other potential 'scams' out there. 

Graeme

https://www.which.co.uk/news/article/scam-busting-tools-to-know-about-aRrTa7a2zeiF
https://signup.which.co.uk/wlp-scamalert-newsletter
https://www.takefive-stopfraud.org.uk/
mailto:lawdept@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Bearsden & Milngavie Macular Support Group.

Here we are, about to start a new session.

We are a friendly Group of people who meet once a month in the large hall of Bearsden 
Cross Church. We all have vision problems but get support from each other. Membership is 
not confined to church members. People join us from Drymen, Helensburgh and the West 
End in addition to our core from Bearsden and Milngavie.

We provide advice, information and social interaction. Anyone with macular degeneration 
or any other sight problem is welcome to join the Group. A family member or friend is also 
welcome to accompany you.

We meet on the LAST WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH (with the exception of July, August 
and December.)

We meet in Bearsden Cross Church Halls.   The doors open at 12.15 when you are 
welcomed with a sandwich lunch, tea / coffee.  The meeting starts at 1.00 pm and finishes 
at 2.15 pm.

Our speakers have ranged from a police officer giving us safety advice, a provider of 
equipment to help us see more easily to a University Professor deeply involved in research 
into the causes of macular disease.

If you would like to know more about attending the Bearsden and Milngavie Support Group 
please get in touch with; me, Joyce Deans or the church office.

….or JUST TURN UP !

Dr Joyce B Deans.

mailto:secretary@bearsdencross.org
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Church Register

Funerals

August Mrs Jemima Dowie 

Certificates of Transfer issued

09.09.26 Mr Colin & Mrs Marlene Waudby 

Dates for your Diary

September 
   27 Morning Service 10.30 am 

28 TMC (Massimo’s) 7.00 pm
October 
    4  Harvest Thanksgiving 10.30 am 

Funday Sunday & Crèche 10.30 am
Bible Class 10.30 am

5 Harvest Afternoon Tea 2.00 pm
Phoenix Circle 7.30 pm

6 Bible Basics 10.30 am
9 “Mind that Song” 2.00 pm

11 Morning Service 10.30 am

18 Morning Service 10.30 am
Funday Sunday & Crèche 10.30 am
Bible Class 10.30 am

19 Phoenix Circle 7.30 pm
20 Bible Basics 10.30 am
23 Messy Church 3.30 pm

25 Morning Service 10.30 am
Bible Class  10.30 am

26 TMC (Massimo's) 7.00 pm
28 Kirk Session (tbc) 7.30 pm
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Taxi Service

The Kirk Session has established a free ‘Taxi Service’ to enable people to come to church 
who might not otherwise be able to do so due to a lack of transport.

The ‘Taxi Service’ will operate as follows: -

1. Those interested in using the taxi service should contact the Church Office on 0141 
942 0507 to register with Church. Leave a message on the answerphone if there is 
no reply.

2. You will then be given a Password, which is unique for the church account, which is 
‘Bearsden Cross Church’.

3. Once registered you can then phone Station Taxis on 0141 942 4555 for a taxi to 
church, giving the account name ‘Bearsden Cross Church’ and the unique password. 
This can be pre-booked the previous day, or up until 10am on the Sunday.

4. Return taxis can also be booked for after the service.
5. If there are a couple of folk nearby each other then perhaps taxi sharing might be 

considered when booking.
6. There will be no charge for this service. The cost will be borne by the Session Fund, 

which exists for purposes such as this.

I hope that this service will enable people to get to church who might not otherwise be  
able to do so, and I look forward to seeing people back in church on a Sunday morning 
where they belong!

Graeme
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Recordings of the Church Services

An audio recording of each morning service is made, and circulated weekly to those who 
have expressed an interest in listening, To be added to the distribution, please email 
secretary@bearsdencross.org.

If you do not have email, we can let you have the recording in any way which suits you, 
please speak to the Minister or Session Clerk.

Anne Reid

Parking

All members are reminded that, when parking in nearby streets, they should be mindful 
of our neighbours and other road users. Please park considerately.

Douglas Thomson
Session Clerk

Submissions to the Magazine

Contributions to the November 2026 edition of the magazine should be with the editor 
no later than Friday 16 October 2026.  Contributions reflecting all aspects of the life of 
the Church and congregation are welcome, including photographs! It would assist editing 
if contributions could be prepared in Calibri font, size 14.

Also, please only send photographs that are of sufficient resolution to print clearly. Do 
not send multiple photographs asking the editor to choose (select those you would 
like included and send only those).
All contributions should be sent to:  MagazineEditor@bearsdencross.org

mailto:MagazineEditor@bearsdencross.org
mailto:secretary@bearsdencross.org

